AFRICAN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP CONSTITUTION
University of Wisconsin-Madison

ARTICLE I—NAME

The name of this student group is AFRICAN CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP – University of Wisconsin Madison.

ARTICLE II—PURPOSE

The purpose of this Fellowship shall be to build bridges of fellowship between people and God, and among people, in order that all might come to know Christ as Savior and Lord and live individually and collectively to fulfill God’s purpose.

The Fellowship shall have the following objectives:
A. To provide and promote Christian fellowship and worship. Psalm 122:1; Hebrews 10:25; 1 John 1:3-7.
B. To teach and mobilize Christians for effective Godly living and Christian ministry. Matthew 5:13-16; 1 Timothy 4:12.
C. To minister and support evangelization and missions on the premise that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior of all nations. Mark 16:15-16; John 20:21; Acts 1:8.
D. To build and maintain bridges of understanding, unity, and cooperation among Christians of differing descent, origin, heritage and experience. John 13:35, 17:20-22; Galatians 3:28.
E. To strengthen families.
F. To positively impact Africa’s spiritual and economic development.
G. To otherwise engage in any lawful activities which are consistent with its religious, educational, and charitable existence.
Section 2. Vision Statement. “ACF USA shall be a thriving Christian community that models integrity, excellence and compassion to mobilize and empower Africans worldwide to impact their generation and Africa.”

Section 3. Prerogatives. As a Christian organization, the Fellowship shall exercise the following prerogatives:
A. Provide opportunities for fellowship among Christians.
B. Encourage and promote the evangelization of the United States, Africa, and Africans in the Diaspora.
C. Provide for its self-governance by electing its own ministers and officers, appointing committees, and arranging for its meetings.
D. Purchase or acquire by gift, bequest or otherwise, either directly or as trustees, and own, hold in trust, use, sell, convey, mortgage, lease, or otherwise dispose of, any property, real or chattel, as may be necessary for the furtherance of its purpose and goals, in accordance with the provisions of this Constitution and Bylaws.
E. Develop, support, provide for, and engage in ministry and programs, such as prayer, bible study, mission, evangelism, benevolence, relief, children, youth, marriage, family, education, leadership training, and community outreach.

ARTICLE III. AFFILIATION & STATEMENT OF BELIEF

Section 1. Affiliation with ACF USA. The Fellowship shall maintain membership in, and shall be affiliated with, the ACF USA of Greater Madison, the ACF USA Midwest Region and the ACF USA, Inc. under the constitution of the ACF USA of Greater Madison, Inc. in purpose, belief, organizational strategy, and programmatic initiatives. The term of this membership and affiliation shall be perpetual unless the Fellowship, by the vote of at least a two- third majority of its Voting Membership, terminates the membership and affiliation.
Section 2. Document of Affiliation. The Fellowship shall execute all documents evidencing its membership in and affiliation with the ACF USA of Greater Madison including memoranda, statements of affiliation, and/or any similar documents.

Section 3. Participation in ACF of Greater Madison Matters. As a member of the ACF of Greater Madison, the Fellowship shall participate in the activities and programs of the ACF of Greater Madison.
Section 4. Control of Fellowship Funds and Assets. Notwithstanding the membership in, and affiliation with, the ACF USA of Greater Madison, the Fellowship shall retain authority over its funds and assets, and shall retain authority over the organization and conduct of the Fellowship’s programs and activities within the jurisdiction of the Fellowship. The Fellowship shall participate in the ACF of Greater Madison activities to the extent that those activities are consistent with the purpose, aspirations, and abilities of the members of the Fellowship.
The basic biblical doctrines to which the Fellowship subscribes are beliefs that are fundamental to Christian churches or fellowships, and may be summarized as follows:

Section 1. On the Scriptures. We believe that “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
competent, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17, ESV).

Section 2. On God and His Attributes. We believe that there is one God, according to Deuteronomy “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write
them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates” (Deuteronomy 6:4-8, ESV).

Section 3. On Sin and Repentance. We believe that “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith” (Romans 3:20-25, ESV). Therefore, everyone is called to “Repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15, ESV).
Section 4. On Justification. We believe that we “have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in

which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Romans 5:1-2; Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV).

Section 5. On Regeneration. We believe that although believers “were dead in [their] trespasses and the uncircumcision of [their] flesh, God [has] made alive together with [Jesus Christ], having forgiven [them] all [their] trespasses” (Colossians 2:13, ESV).
Section 6. On the Grace of God. We believe that “by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9, ESV).

Section 7. On the Gospel. We believe that the Gospel “is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jews first and also to the Greek” and we should not be ashamed of the gospel, “for in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:16-17, ESV).
Section 8. On the Church. We believe that “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. But grace was given to each one of us according to the
measure of Christ's gift” (Ephesians 4:4-7, ESV).

Section 9. On Baptism. We believe in water baptism as instructed by Jesus who told His disciples to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19, ESV).

Section 10. On the Lord’s Supper. We believe that when we participate in the Lord’s Supper, which
symbolizes His body, the new covenant, and new community, we are doing so in “Remembrance of the Lord” (Luke 22:17-20; 1 Corinthians 11:24-25, ESV). Our Lord used the fruit of the vine and bread to enact this new covenant in remembrance of Him.
Section 11. On Christian Stewardship. We believe that “it is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy.” (1 Corinthians 4:2, ESV).
Section 12. On the Second Coming. We believe in the statement of the Angel who reported, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11, ESV). We also believe in the mystery but certainty of His coming, according to the Scriptures, “Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord” (Acts 1:11; 1 Corinthians 15:51-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:17, ESV).
Section 13. On the Final Judgment. We believe in the final judgment as described in Matthew’s Gospel as narrated “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne” (Matthew 25:31, ESV). “To the righteous our Lord will say, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world’” (Matthew 25:34, ESV). “To the wicked, the Lord will say ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matthew 25:41b, ESV). “And these will go away into
eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 25:46, ESV).

Section 14. On the Great Commission. We believe that every Christian has been called to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19, ESV).

Section 15. On Marriage. We believe that marriage is between one man and one woman and that humanity came from the hand of God with only two sexual distinctions—male and female. “From the beginning [God] made [humanity] male and female…Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh” (Matthew 19:4-5, ESV).
ARTICLE IV—MEMBERSHIP

Membership in this student organization is open to anyone officially connected to the University of Wisconsin-Madison as students, faculty, or staff as well those from the community, such as alumni and staff members of African Christian Fellowship of Greater Madison, Inc., so long as 3/4 of active members are current UW students. We welcome and encourage everyone to be part of our student organization and community.

ARTICLE V—LEADERSHIP

Section 1.
The Leadership of the student organization is made up of individuals selected, as set forth below, from the Membership, who must be current students of UW-Madison.

Section 2.
All officers of the student organization, leadership team members and small group leaders must subscribe to the Statement of Belief. They must agree that an important part of such belief is taking action and making decisions that are consistent with and based upon those beliefs. They must also be committed to advancing the purpose and mission of African Christian Fellowship USA, Inc.
Section 3.
The leadership of the student organization will consist of a leadership team, the size of which may vary from year to year based upon the needs of the student organization. All officers must be UW-Madison students. The leadership team may consist of both a small group of core student leaders and additional groups of leaders that provide direction for different aspects of the student organization’s purpose.
Section 4.
The current members will select new leadership each year, usually occurring in the spring. Current leaders shall be eligible for re-election so long they continue to meet the specified qualification for membership. Individual leaders may also be added to the leadership team throughout the year. All prospective leaders must subscribe to the Statement of Belief and Purpose Statement as stated in Articles II and III.
Section 5.
All decisions are made by UW-Madison students. However, members of African Christian Fellowship USA, Inc, African Christian Fellowship Midwest Region, Inc. and/or African Christian Fellowship of Greater Madison, Inc. are eligible to serve in advisory capacity. Advisors will work with the current leadership team to consider and evaluate recommendations for new leaders. The fellowship members will then prayerfully select/elect individuals, inviting them to take the new leadership roles. The current leadership team will be responsible to see that all prospective leaders subscribe to the Statement of Belief and Purpose Statement as stated in Articles II and III.

Section 6.
Leaders may be removed from their positions based upon the consensus of the core leadership. Any member of the group may make a complaint against any leader, including a member of the leadership team. The leadership team will meet, confer with advisers, hear from the accused leader (sometimes in a private one-on-one setting), and make a decision. Misrepresentation of initial agreement with or a change in an individual’s ability to subscribe to the Statement of Belief and the Purpose Statement of this organization shall be grounds for immediate removal of the leader by the leadership team.

 ACF UW-Madison complies with the UW-System Board of Regents Non-Discrimination Policy 30-06:
“Student organizations that select their members or officers on the basis of commitment to a set of beliefs (e.g., religious or political beliefs) may limit membership, officer positions, or participation in the organization to students who affirm that they support the organization’s goals and agree with its beliefs, so long as no student is excluded from membership, officer positions, or participation on the basis of his or her race, color, creed other than commitment to the beliefs of the organization, religion, national origin, disability, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, marital status or parental status, or, unless exempt under Title IX, sex.”


ARTICLE VI—MEETINGS

Meetings shall be held to further the purposes of the student organization. The leadership team, in consultation with advisers, shall determine the frequency, time and place, and agenda of the various meetings.

ARTICLE VII—FINANCES

The student organization may raise revenues through contributions, fundraising activities or by applying for school funds available to student groups. Dues shall not be charged to members for participation. Students, however, may be charged for such services as special social gatherings, retreats, and conferences. The student organization will hold to high standards of financial integrity. Three UW students who are members of the leadership team will be responsible to carefully administer any school funds granted to the student organization.
ARTICLE VIII—CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

Section 1.
This constitution may be amended by the consensus of the active membership.

Section 2.
All amendments, additions or deletions must be filed with the office of UW-Madison within 6 weeks of adoption and will become valid at the time of filing.
